
I really en-
joyed this book. It’s 
set in an ancient 
world that reminds 

me of Asia, only 
none of the places in 
the book are real.  
Ever is about a girl 
named Kezi who is 
supposed to be sacri-
ficed to her land’s 
god. She doesn’t want 
to be sacrificed, so 
with the help of Olus, 
the wind god from a 
neighboring city, she 
sets out on a quest to 
become immortal so 
she won’t die when 
she is sacrificed. Both 
she and Olus have to 
go through many 
challenges for her to 
become immortal, 

Ever 
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Ever 

By Gail         

Carson Levine  

Fall of  a Kingdom 

Review By Wesley Hershberger 

Jiaan, is a 
young page in the 
House of Leopard. 
He was taken in and 

adopted by Com-
mander Merahb, the 
general of the Farsa-
lan Army. But when 
the Hrum threaten 
Farsala’s borders, it 
will be up to Jiaan to 
determine the Farsa-
lan victory or defeat. 
 
 Soraya is the 
daughter of the gen-
eral of the Farsalan 
army. When the 
dengans, or lords, 
must decide what to 

do about the Hrum, 
who are threatening 
Farsala’s borders, she 
must be sacrificed to 
keep Commander 
Merahb in command. 
 
 Kavi is a ped-
dler who hates the 
dengans just as much 
as everybody else in 
Farsala. But when he 
is captured by the 
Hrum, he is given a 
chance to get his re-
venge on the dengans 

and they meet many 
strange people on 
their way, including 
the god of destiny, 
Puru. 

What’s really 
cool about this book 
is that every chapter 
shifts the story’s per-
spective from Kezi’s 
point of view to 
Olus’s point of view. 
It was confusing at 
first, but once I got 
used to it, it made the 
story more interest-
ing. 

who have oppressed the 
land for so long. 
 
 Fall of a Kingdom, 
by Hilari Bell, is a Medieval 
fantasy novel that tells the 
story of three young indi-
viduals who show amazing 
perseverance and strength 
to overcome a common 
enemy. 



yond their weekly tea, 
these four progress from 
victory to victory. They 
are all inquisitive and re-
sponsible, reasons their 
crippled teacher gives 
when asked how she 
chose her team. But be-
yond that, each has been 
on a journey. Told 
through alternating sec-
tions showing the final 

Nobody expects 
Mrs. Olinski’s Academic 
Bowl team to win the 
school championship, let 
alone the state. After all, 
they’re just four sixth 
graders. But Noah, 
Ethan, Nadia, and Julian 
are more than your aver-
age middle schoolers. 
Connected in ways be-

academic bowl match and 
each member’s journey, 
from the Sargasso Sea to 
a bus ride, this book 
shows the power of 
friendship, kindness, and 
a good cup of tea. 
 I liked this book 
because the characters 
were engaging, and it was 
easy to connect with 
them. I found myself 
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The View from Saturday 

Review By Alena Culbertson 

Dictionopolos and be-
yond towards the moun-
tains of Ignorance. He is 
on a mission to rescue the 
princesses Rhyme and 
Reason from the Castle in 
the Air so they can re-
store the kingdom and 
make things right. 
 The Phantom 
Tollbooth is a hilarious 
work of fiction and ad-

venture by Norton Juster, 
but hidden in the strange 
names of the people, 
places, bugs, bees, and 
monsters are the incredi-
ble new things Milo learns 
about education and life. 
 
P.S. This book contains a 
lot of figures of speech 
and plays on words. It 
also makes a great read-
aloud. 

The Phantom Tollbooth 

Review By Emily Hershberger 

 Milo is a boy who 
sees pretty much every-
thing as a waste of time. 
One day, he receives a 
mysterious package la-
beled, “To Milo, who has 
plenty of time.” The 
package takes Milo to a 
land called the Kingdom 
of Knowledge where 
he  travels to the city of 

 We are currently 

looking for people willing 

to write guest reviews for 

Kingsley Reads. If you 

would be interested, 

please contact Mrs.     

Keyser.  

 We are also inter-

ested in a regular writer to 

write for us for every  

issue. Please contact Mrs.     

Keyser for more infor-

mation. 
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rooting for their team 
and understanding how 
each member got there as 
the book progressed. 
This book is a quick read 
with a lot to say about 
friendship and human 
nature. 



New Releases 

 Champion (third in a series) 

by Marie Lu 

 Full Ride by Margaret Pe-

terson Haddix 

 Allegiant (third in a series) 

by Veronica Roth 

 The Royal Ranger (twelfth in 

a series) by John Flanagan 

Book News 

Kingsley Reads is a student formed body assisted by Mrs. Keyser to promote and en-

courage reading to the students at Kingsley Jr. High. In every issue we include four 

mixed genre book reviews written by students at KJHS and a column on book relat-

ed news (new book releases, book movies, etc.).  

E-mail: keyserc@unit5.org 

McLean County Unit District 5 

Read!!! 

Kingsley Reads 

Book Movies 

 Catching Fire November 

22, 2013 

 Ender’s Game November 

1, 2013 

 The Hobbit December 14, 

2013 

 Divergent March 21, 2014 


